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President’s Message
MR A

o2

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the inaugural issue of Education-plus, a brand new, bi-annual magazine
launched by The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) to keep you abreast of
our latest developments, new projects and initiatives, and people’s stories as well as
our dynamic university life.

Education-plus is an approach we have been adopting at EQUHK to create a
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary environment for the pursuit of learning and
teaching, programme offerings and research projects. Given our core mission in
education, such synergies have enabled scholars, experts and students to interact
academically and professionally across disciplines, broadening students’ horizons and
enriching their learning experiences. It is also in this context that new undergraduate
and postgraduate programmes have added to the academic strength of EdUHK,
complemented by a robust and stimulating research environment.

As a young and thriving university in Hong Kong and the region with a primary focus
on teacher education, EAUHK will continue to make contributions to the school
sector and the wider community through education innovation. Of equal importance
is knowledge transfer, and the key is to promote the application of research-based
knowledge and scholarly outputs to bring about changes and generate new ideas to
the education landscape and beyond — locally, regionally and globally.

Thank you for your unfailing support all along. Your comments, suggestions and ideas
are most welcome.

BENEE:
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Professor Stephen Y.L. Cheung, BBS, JP
President
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Coding the Future

Thinking and Coding —= -
Knowledge Summer Boot Camp
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Residents living in Dharavi, a poverty stricken neighbourhood in

the Indian city of Mumbai, have limited access to clean water, lack
adequate medical care and suffer from air pollution. But a group of
local students have striven to change their fate with a new skill: coding.

VREERTRENENE  EREXEN2E - EERZFERKRERNER

Computational

RS WRESZERSREE - A BEHBLEANFAEINER : wiEeeh »
HOwE o
he girls aged between eight and 16 learnt the ABCs donation from The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust,
Tof coding as part of an innovation project that started the CoolThink@JC project has been co-created by EdUHK, the
locally in 2014. Since then, they have been making Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the United States and
applications to solve everyday problems from waste disposal City University of Hong Kong. The four-year project nurtures
to access to water. children’s capabilities in computational thinking and coding

knowledge at primary schools. By introducing a specially
designed curriculum suitable for their levels, students will be
equipped with fundamental knowledge of computing at a
tender age. “We want to inspire primary students to apply

“Residents there originally needed to queue for hours each
day to get water,” Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Director of
the Centre for Learning, Teaching and Technology (LTTC)
at EAUHK, said. “The girls created an application to inform
people when to come to get water, reducing their waiting
time. That is very meaningful.”

digital creativity to solve problems in their daily lives,” said
Professor Kong, CoolThink@JC's Expert Group Chair.

The initiative has been well received by the school sector.

Curriculum for Primary Levels About 150 schools applied to participate and 32 of them were
This sort of problem solving skills is what Professor Kong selected as pilot schools. Senior primary students at the selected
aims to bring to Hong Kong children. Thanks to a generous schools engage in coding activities using two programming
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environments — Scratch and MIT App Inventor — to develop
computer programmes such as games and mobile applications.

EdUHK also designed and provided a teacher development
course for 96 teachers from the pilot schools. Comprising 13
lessons, the course equips teachers with coding knowledge
and the pedagogies needed to teach computational thinking
in schools.

Coding Education and STEM

STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
education is a critical need in the digital era, according to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.
The organisation calls on governments to help individuals
acquire the right set of skills for the digital world.

Coding ability is crucial to today’s primary students, Professor
Kong said. “In the era of the Internet of Things, many things
are programmable, such as a coffee mug that records calorie
intake or a curtain that responds to temperature. We want to
ensure that our kids are in the know and can keep up with the
fast pace of technological development. It is indeed a survival
skill in the 21st century,” he said.

Co-organising the CoolThink@JC project is the latest of
EdUHK's efforts in promoting STEM. In March 2017, it
launched the Coding Education Unit that offers courses on
computer programming for EQUHK students. So far, more
than 500 students have enrolled.

“We hope to establish computational thinking as part of

the formal curriculum in the long run, and nurture the next
generation as interest-driven creators and problem solvers

in the digital future,” Professor Kong said. “Schools need to
think: If our students don’t have computational thinking, will
they be competitive in the future?”

He added that the relevant experience gained from
CoolThink@JC will be shared with the Education Bureau.

S BAETARNARSNT Ei =T —MERMB AR
;\E%H BT EWRERE - 05 e EEREERRE
A RRAREMREE RRGRKE B EEHNME -

BARHBHEFLEE TSR L [EMERIAZEX
BER R IR BN A BEEUS RK - ERF R FRUE T —ER B E A
B BAER AR AIARUK - A58 T EER SRV - S B RS
BE&-

APBERRE

AEEBNRECHBERRHESN - EREFEREETEDN
BRERE T - —ERHNFEY [BESSELDHEHE ] 58 i
RESEBIME R T B BB HARAIEHET - fH 85 EEE/
SEMNEERRERIEES  BEEHIENRE  EeMEHE
EREENE - FRFEEF/NMNET TR - [HMIFH LR
FRE/ N2 - ERBISAIE - FORAFLEE LR - ]

o4

CoolThink@JC official launching ceremony
[(BESSEHDAHE | tEREE

Students learn how to control physical objects with
mobile applications as part of the coding course
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Professor
Kong Siu-cheung
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Centre for Learning,
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Unleashing Creativity and Self-learning

Carrie Cheng, a Year Two student of the Bachelor of Science Education (Honours) in Science and Web
Technology, has witnessed the benefits that coding education brings to young children. As part of the
coding course she took at the Coding Education Unit of LTTC, she taught primary students programming
languages, such as MIT App Inventor and iOS Swift.

Carrie was surprised to see some of the students were very talented. “When we created a mathematics
game, some of them found ways to add additional functions to the programme that | hadn’t taught
them. Children are very creative when it comes to designing applications,” she said.

BHARRBEREE
ERERERENSYELBE T (RBRBERE) “FR WNERABENTRETZE RSB 1R

IR A SMEEARE R B G2 ERE S A (S R AR RIEES - BEFEMIT App Inventor&iOS Swift e
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gy % - 1R IRE o PERET AR T ERARE - |
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Council Chairman:
Teachers Deserve
the Greatest Respect
REGEFEAREMES

Professor Frederick Ma Si-hang has succeeded Dr YK Pang as EQUHK
Council Chairman, effective 25 April 2017 for a three-year term.
Education-plus speaks to Professor Ma on his new role and his vision for
EdUHK and its students.

“E-tFNAZTHER  ERNFEREEVREBLRARARES LR 8
=F o BHEE (BUHE) BHREENTS  URMHEBANESRMBLENPE -
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Interview 83h .

EdUHK staff exchanging views with Professor Ma at the forum
BB EmIEESHEINE

Education-plus: What made you decide to accept
this appointment?

Professor Ma: The appointment means a lot to me

as education has always been close to my heart despite
my previous career and public service in the fields of
finance and economics. | take much pride in taking up the
chairmanship at this juncture, succeeding Dr YK Pang who
has laid a solid foundation for me to build on, especially
with the successful completion of the U-title journey. As
the only publicly-funded university in Hong Kong focusing
on teacher education, EQUHK has a distinct mission of
nurturing outstanding educators, passionate talents and
future leaders for the community. With its traditional
strength in education, it is my firm belief that EAUHK is
poised to become a hub of excellence, a research centre, a
thought leader and an agenda-setter in teacher education
and related disciplines, locally, regionally and globally.

Education-plus: You have said that you have the
greatest respect for teachers. Why?

Professor Ma: Yes, | believe teachers deserve our
greatest respect. Day in and day out, they work tirelessly
to help shape the lives of our future generations without
caring much about rewards. Not only do they pass on
knowledge, they also serve as role models who have
positive impacts on students. From a societal perspective,
educators play a pivotal role in the learning process of
youth and the sustained development of society.

On a more personal level, | am indebted to the teachers
I had during my secondary schooling and university life. |

often reminisce about the days when | was a secondary
student from a grassroots family. Failing to enter a
mainstream school, | went astray and failed virtually all
subjects, but my teachers never gave up on me. Without
their encouragement, inspiration and guidance, | would
not have ended up becoming an HKU student in the
70s, when | was fortunate enough to come across one
of my most respected scholars, Professor Edward Chen.
Indeed, my deep sense of gratitude towards them has
never subsided, even decades after my graduation. As the
Chinese saying goes, students are like pieces of fine jade
that need to be carved, and teachers are the craftsmen.
This is also EAUHK's unique role.

Education-plus: What are your vision and priorities
for EQUHK?

Professor Ma: As | said before, | feel privileged to be able
to build on the solid foundation laid by my predecessors
and the University community as a whole. EQUHK has
come a long way on different fronts in the past decade or
s0, including the advancement of learning, teaching and
research in a multidisciplinary environment.

Having said that, there is no room for complacency and we
must strive to scale new heights in line with our vision and
mission. For EAUHK, it is all the more important to nurture
passionate talents, especially caring and outstanding
educators. This is my top priority for the University.

As a young and thriving university in Hong Kong and Asia,
| believe EAUHK should make extra efforts to enhance
its academic profile and rankings in the regional and

o7
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Professor Ma meeting with students

SHEREHABLEEE

o8

international arena with a view to attracting more world-
class scholars and outstanding students from the local
community and overseas countries. This is part and parcel
of EdUHK's growth and development. This also leads to
another strategic priority in my mind, i.e., the need for
internationalisation. | hope to see more collaboration with
leading universities around the world and more exchange
opportunities for staff and students, as well as more
students from different nationalities on campus.

As Council Chairman, I will work closely with the Senior
Management to seek more resources for EJUHK through
fundraising. It is hoped that the additional funding will
help strengthen our learning, teaching and research
capacities while providing more scholarships, hostel places
and exchange programmes for the benefit of our students.

Education-plus: Can you share with us your
management philosophy?

Professor Ma: For any organisation to succeed, | believe
in the importance of three intertwined and interrelated
factors: vision, execution and communication. This is the
case for both academic and non-academic institutions.

As an analogy, each of us is on the same voyage and we
need a clear direction from the captain for the ship to
move ahead. Once the Council and Senior Management
set the vision, faculty members have to work together to
implement and execute the related policies, programmes
or projects as appropriate. Equally, if not more, important
is communication at all levels, and the key is to ensure that
all stakeholders are on the same page and stay focused

—ﬂ\j”h Iill
MI

} I
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in alignment with the University’s vision. Externally, our
stakeholders, friends and supporters should also be kept
abreast.

Education-plus: What do you want to say to EdQUHK
students?

Professor Ma: | met EQUHK students on campus a few
days before the commencement of my term. | am so
impressed by their language proficiency, independent
thinking and articulation abilities. And I have every
confidence that our graduates can excel in every
endeavour with their calibre, passion and zeal. With my
personal experience and encounters with leading figures
from different sectors in the past four decades, | would
like to share what | believe are essential to good leaders
and good teachers in today’s world. The gist of it is these
attributes can be generalised into the “seven-haves”,
namely good character, aspirations, drive and zeal,
perseverance, commitment, creativity and independent
thinking as well as global vision.

(BHHE): REBREREIZERE®?

BHER  EREGEHREZEN - BARNIIF—EEE
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Professor Ma’s Profile

Professor Frederick Ma Si-hang was born and educated in Hong Kong. He graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree from the University of Hong Kong in 1973
majoring in economics and history. After graduation, he took up major positions

at various local and overseas banks, financial institutions and major companies. In
2002, he joined the Hong Kong Government as the Secretary for Financial Services
and the Treasury and assumed the post of Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development in 2007. He resigned from the Government in July 2008 for medical
reasons. Currently, he is the Chairman of MTR Corporation Limited, an Independent
Non-Executive Director of FWD Group, a Director of Husky Energy Inc., and a Non-

Executive Director of COFCO Corporation.
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Supporting

SEN Teachers
with Neuroscience
R SE= b= e ]

[X]

n a class of students with special educational needs (SEN),

learning requirements and progress can be vastly different.
It is not uncommon to have students in the same class
engaged in different activities at the same time, from playing
a mathematics game on a tablet computer in one corner
and counting numbers in another, to doing addition on
worksheets elsewhere. This is a typical SEN classroom where
teachers are required to attend to diversities in learning needs
and behavioural patterns.

Among the many everyday challenges SEN teachers face is the
emotional fluctuation of individual students, especially autistic
children, who tend to show significant delays in language
development and struggle to express personal feelings. To
ensure effective classroom learning and teaching, frontline
teachers mainly rely on personal experience and subjective
observations to make assessments and early interventions to
handle emotional outbursts or make appropriate adjustments
of teaching plans.

To help frontline teaching professionals better understand
SEN students’ emotional changes and learning experiences,
EdUHK has applied neuroscience knowledge and theories

in classroom settings through an interdisciplinary project in
collaboration with the Department of Electronic Engineering
at City University of Hong Kong (CityU). Thanks to a HK$1.4
million subsidy from the Innovation and Technology Fund and
industry support, the project has resulted in the launch of a
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portable, multi-user brainwave recording and analysis system
that can concurrently monitor up to 40 SEN students - the size
of a normal class in Hong Kong.

With students wearing Bluetooth sensors, the system takes
real-time measurements of changes in their brainwaves, and
the information gathered via a data collector is transmitted
to a computer for real-time analysis of emotional status and
attention levels. This allows teachers to observe the status
and attention levels of multiple students in the classroom and
adjust classroom activities accordingly.

Leading the project was Director of EdUHK’s Centre for

Brain and Education (CBE), Dr Savio Wong Wai-ho, whose
specialisations are in educational neuroscience, learning and
decision-making, cognitive neuroscience and neuroimaging. He
said the system represented a significant breakthrough, adding
that the application of neuroscience in frontline education was
still at a relatively early stage, yet the development potential
was considerable. “For educators and caretakers, they can
observe the physiological and mental statuses of students more
easily. It is also a tool for educators, therapists, parents, schools
and researchers to objectively measure the effectiveness

of various therapies and training programmes to facilitate
improvements in teaching plans,” he said.

The system was recently used in the classroom at Hong Chi
Morninghill School in Tuen Mun on a group of students

with special educational needs. Their attention levels were
monitored through the system, and the teacher could give

il l“lllﬁ l'ml H
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them other assignments when necessary to preempt possible
outbursts and keep them concentrated. Based on the initial
results obtained from the school trial, Dr Wong and his team
will analyse the data to optimise and improve the system, with
the prospect of application in mainstream schools to support
teachers in understanding students with special needs. “It

is hoped that this will ultimately promote a more integrated
approach to education,” Dr Wong said.
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From left: Principal Shek Wai-
keung (Hong Chi Morninghill
School, Tuen Mun), Dr Savio
Wong Wai-ho and Dr Rosa
Chan (CityU)
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The system takes real-time measurements of changes in students’ brainwaves
R EREE2ENMERE

PETLESRERR  ZXGHUERERMBMANKERE
b BRREREERMRENEREXIER  EROTSE
MIBEIRENETIZE - EHESUBERREANZ L BENMRE
RETES  BRAZEREES -

REFEHAKREPENBEHBEMR AP OEEBHEE LS
Fo BEINERAHUB MRS - BHRERE  RAMRE
MR EER - iR - M SR 2RATRHE e e R D
BN FHRER - AARERRESN  MEZERERERER -
fig : [RMETEERRBEINERZERINBENEE R
DIBREE o thSh - BRI AEHE TEE - AR KK R
I RREABFBIME R TRDAR MIISRREAK - KfkE
BEEtE -

ERTMRESRIABSZEREARN - HERRHAEFTEELE
Ft - ZRERSENTINE  BHANTESGTREHEMD
REF - PIOMIBERE  RSERMOMANELH - ZEL
MR BB ZRO T BERER - BURERG - FLER
REEEANIRER - BB TREBKAEFTENZL - &
Brigt  (RAPEEERATHESEMAROBEES - |

12

Linking Neuroscience Research to
Education

SN B REEAE

Neuroscience is an interdisciplinary science that studies
the biological mechanism underlying behaviours. In recent
years there has been a significant increase in education-
related neuroscience research aimed at understanding the
brain mechanisms involved in learning, and developing
more effective education practices informed by
neuroscience knowledge.

The application of neuroscience in education is one

of the new areas developed by EAUHK in line with its
Education-plus approach. CBE was established in 2016
as a research centre under the Faculty of Education and
Human Development (FEHD). Its mission is to promote
neuroscience research and translate the findings into
education theories and practices.

“While behavioural methodologies adopted in traditional
education research generate numerous invaluable insights
into education practices, making use of cutting-edge
technology in the field of neuroscience could complement
the traditional approach,” Dr Wong said.

CBE pulls together EAUHK scholars from different
academic backgrounds with a wide range of expertise in
neuroscience, including areas such as memory, hearing,
reading, decision-making and emotion, among others.

Regular research seminars and technical training
workshops are organised in addition to public lectures
that aim to disseminate research findings to the
community and provide teachers, parents, schools and
policy makers with the crucial neuroscience knowledge
needed to make more informed decisions.

For more information about CBE, please visit its website at:
www.eduhk.hk/cbe.
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“The use of neuroscience research to improve
education practice is a key part of CBE’s pledge
to make a real and positive difference
in the lives of children with special learning
needs in Hong Kong and across the region,”
Professor Allan Walker, Dean of FEHD, said.

The International Symposium for Brain and
Education and the Grand Opening of CBE was
held on 26 May 2017. From left: Professor Fumiko
Hoeft (University of California, San Francisco, USA),
Professor Allan Walker, Dr Savio Wong Wai-ho,

Dr Lim Choon Guan (Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore) and Professor Xue Gui
(Beijing Normal University)
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Enlivening
Creativity In

Cantonese
Opera
FHRERIAE

antonese opera has been a pillar of southern Chinese artistic culture since the 19th century,
C appealing to audiences from different strata of society with its vocal variety, rich costumes
and creative movement on stage. Yet, what constitutes creativity in Cantonese opera today?
Professor Leung Bo-wah, Head of the Department of Cultural and Creative Arts, and
Associate Dean (Quality Assurance & Enhancement) of the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences set out to answer that question.

In a two-year study funded by the Research Grants Council, Professor Leung used a
set of musical analytical tools and referred to the Western literature on creativity to
determine what constituted the creativity and personal styles of several prominent
singers in Hong Kong. Entitled “The Nature of Creativity in Cantonese Opera:
Perceptions of Artists, Connoisseurs and Beginners and their Interaction”, the study
also investigated the trends of the industry today, concluding that today’s artists
sometimes hesitate to create their own styles and often imitate “stars” from the
heyday of the art form. Professor Leung analysed selected audio-visual recordings of
performances by three late virtuosi, Sit Kok-sin (B£2 L), Sun Ma Si-tsang (FT55 60 &)
and Lam Ka-sing (#f% &), who in different eras performed the episode of Consoling
the Wife (&) in the classic hit Hu Bu Gui (t8153).

Unique giang

It was confirmed that the melodies of Sun and Sit, two veterans known for their unique
singing styles, or giang, varied greatly in terms of both tempo and rhythm. Lam, as Sit's last
apprentice, also developed his lower vocal range. Professor Leung described Sun and Sit as
“makers” of Cantonese opera for their originality, whereas he labelled Lam a “master” for his
own achievement under the rules set by his predecessors.

“Eminent artists from the 1930s to the 1960s developed their own personal artistry and musical styles

through establishing their personal giang,” Professor Leung said. Yet as many virtuosi have retired or passed

away since the 1970s, most patrons long for singers to mimic the artistic styles of the virtuosi they admire. Citing his research,
Professor Leung added audience members familiar with the status quo resisted change. With Cantonese opera being challenged
by newer art forms, creativity is paramount to its future development. Professor Leung believes the findings of his study form a
knowledge base for training future artists.
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IB Recognition

) PR R AR A 5E A]

n an era of globalisation, multilingual competence and

global outlook have become essentials for undergraduate
and postgraduate students around the world. For teachers,
vice-principals and principals, in particular, International
Baccalaureate (IB) qualifications provide hard-earned global
recognition for their professional and career development.

EdUHK has been authorised to offer IB-recognised
programmes at various levels, providing students with wider
perspectives of international education and helping them
obtain qualifications to teach at IB-accredited schools.

Elective Minor

The Minor in Teaching and Learning in International Schools
helps EAUHK's Bachelor of Education (BEd) students develop
an understanding of international education, international
schools, and their students, teachers, communities and
cultures. BEd graduates who have completed the five courses
of this minor can apply for IB Certificate in Teaching and
Learning, paving the way for careers in IB-

accredited kindergartens, primary and junior

Leadership, one of the programme’s coordinators, said:

“The success of the course is largely due to the intercultural
aspect, as well as the additional Asian context for leadership.
Every course in this programme emphasises international
leadership in some way. There is a much stronger cross-
cultural education component than what you would find in a
Master’s.”

Master of Arts in Teaching Chinese as an
International Language

The Master of Arts in Teaching Chinese as an International
Language programme has been recognised by the IB, and is
the second Chinese language teaching master programme

so recognised in Asia. The programme emphasises an
enquiry-based approach to learning and teaching as well as
student assessment for professionals teaching Chinese as an
international language. The programme also offers a six-week
local or overseas practicum to equip students with first-hand
teaching experience.

secondary schools in Hong Kong and overseas.

Executive Master of Arts in
International Educational
Leadership and Change

The Executive Master of Arts in International
Educational Leadership and Change (IELC) was
launched as an online programme in 2010 for
aspiring and serving school leaders working in
international or cross-cultural contexts. In 2012,
the programme received IB accreditation. IELC
graduates are eligible for the IB Certificate in
Leadership Practice and IB Advanced Certificate
in Leadership Research, with EAUHK being one
of six universities worldwide formally authorised
to offer these certificates.

Dr Darren Bryant, Assistant Professor of
the Department of Education Policy and
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IELC graduates with EdJUHK President Professor Stephen Y.L Cheung and
Dr Darren Bryant
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Having Fun
FE 52 3R

I\/l aking history a fun subject has
always been a challenge for

educators and parents. Scholars in
EdUHK strive to make a difference by
creating an animation series for young
learners to enjoy learning in and out

of the classroom. Funded by Ning Po
Residents Association, “Animations of
Chinese History and Culture” produces a
10-episode animated series on historical Chinese
characters based on scholarly research with a focus
on the influential beliefs they brought to the Chinese

culture. Household names have been invited to narrate in the
episodes, including radio hosts and well-known voice actors.

“What's important is to trigger students’ curiosity so that
they are motivated to learn,” Professor Leonard Chan Kwok-
kou, the Principal Investigator of the two-year project and
Chair Professor of the Department of Literature and Cultural
Studies, said. “Indeed, history is not just a list of facts and
events. It is a recollection of real-life stories. Rather than
forcefully instil knowledge and ideas in them, our goal is to
help children learn Chinese history with their own eyes and
with their own angle,” Professor Chan said.

Productions of the animation are now underway and when
they are completed, contents will be put into DVDs delivered
to the city’s primary schools around 2018, capitalising on
EJUHK’s strong school network, and worksheets will be
provided to students. There is also a plan to put the contents
online so that children can watch them at home.

From Ancient China to Modern China

Presenting history in a chronological order, each episode,

six to seven minutes long, will introduce characters of one
dynasty or era, starting from the Pre-Qin period to modern
China. The first episode describes how philosopher Confucius
established the foundation of Chinese morality, including filial
piety and respect for elders.

The series also traces the origins of Chinese language,
literature and everyday life. One episode profiles prominent
Tang dynasty poet Du Fu and another features herbalist

Li Shizhen of the Ming dynasty and his Bencao Gangmu,
regarded as the most complete book ever written on

18

Learning History

traditional Chinese medicines. The series
ends with revolutionist Sun Yat-sen
and his instrumental role in the Xinhai
Revolution to overthrow China’s last
imperial dynasty.

Professor Si Chung-mou, Head of
the Department of Chinese
Language Studies, said
the project aims to help
children make connections
to historical figures and the
origins of their culture. “Children have
to feel a connection to the characters
for them to be interested. We hope that
students can learn Chinese history in a
fun way,” he said.
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From left: Dr Fung Chi-wang, Professor Si Chung-mou, Professor Leonard Chan
Kwok-kou and Dr Hui Kwok-wai
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Students from Afar
ERERERXR

with the EQUHK family.

Embracing a New Culture
B ENE

20

Each year, over 80 international exchange students from 23 countries
study and live on campus with their local buddies through EAUHK's
exchange programmes with overseas universities. Their presence helps
create a multicultural and multilingual environment for learning and
teaching on campus. Two exchange students share their experience

BF  BNATERE-TZEBINGLE » KRRBKIEIKRENBEBRZRES
EIRE AR - HEZ-RBBNETE - AREE
5 o LT RMAURBRED ZEHARRELENRE

BZ RN RZFBNEEAR

Desplte my major in
Biology, | have always
had a keen interest in
education and wanted to embrace a
different culture — so | came to EdUHK.
Life on campus is really chilled, and
because of its compact nature the
atmosphere is great. What has impressed
me as well is the beauty of the scenery
in the surroundings and of course it's
needless to say that the food, such as my
favourite pineapple buns and egg tarts,
is delicious! The local students I've met
have been super friendly and helpful,
willing to drop by and see what they can
do to help me. | have also been able to
get to know a church family.
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Michelle Simms

Exchange student from Manchester
Metropolitan University,

United Kingdom
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Biology Major
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Simon Wistrem se—

from Link®ping
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University, Sweden
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Education (English)
Major
FIEREREXHE

From left: Ryan Ewing, Simon Wistrom and Philip Lee
718 : Ryan Ewing, Simon Wistrém &Z=1A%

“"Dakala”
[ 15280 |

. — EdUHK is very welcoming. The campus is located outside of the city, which
' creates an academic community in a calm and fresh environment in contrast to
' the city’s inner buzz. The possibilities for living, eating and participating in sports
create the perfect package for a student of my tastes. The cultural diversity on campus is also well
represented in my classes and my hall. | stay at Northcote Hall with my Australian roommate Ryan
and I'm used to the feeling of community there, which | call my second home. | have learnt a lot
during my stay both academically and culturally. “Dakala” was the first word | learnt. It can be
translated into something like “it's ok” and is always useful and usually works when my lack of

Cantonese proficiency leads to communication mishaps. | have also had a chance to practise my
mahjong skills. I am very happy with the personality Hong Kong has shown me!
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Belonging and

Connectedness at School

ERBER

rowded international cities all face specific challenges
C in promoting social harmony while being inclusive of
culturally diverse populations. Hong Kong is not alone in having
a sizeable number of ethnic minorities from Southeast Asia and
numerous expatriates. For many in these groups, understanding
Hong Kong culture and learning to speak Cantonese is difficult,
even for those who were born in Hong Kong.

“Schools have a critical role in forging the sense of social
connectedness and belonging that is essential for cities like
Hong Kong, " said Professor Christine Halse, Chair Professor
of Intercultural Education, Associate Dean (Research and
Postgraduate Studies), and Leader in a new Area of Research
Strength in Intercultural Studies at the Faculty of Education
and Human Development.

“Hong Kong is a very distinctive society and the intercultural
dynamics are complex, multi-level and often not confronted,”
Professor Halse said.

An internationally renowned scholar, Professor Halse had
been a frequent visitor to The Hong Kong Institute of
Education (predecessor of EAUHK) in the past 10 years
as an academic advisor. She is now leading a team of

researchers at the University to enhance academic knowledge
through research and engagement with local schools on
connectedness and a sense of belonging within young people,
regardless of their backgrounds and ethnic origins.

The Hong Kong Context

Her agenda in Hong Kong for the next five years is to set

up the area of strength in Intercultural Studies for building
social cohesion in Hong Kong. This agenda has four strands:
youth and young people in schools, leadership in schools and
teacher education, intercultural relations, and international
education and internationalisation.

“International research is unanimous in finding that students
are much more likely to enjoy school, achieve higher academic
results and behave better in schools where there are high
levels of intercultural respect and where students feel a sense
of belonging and connectedness,” she said.

“What | do is facilitate and build the capacity of teachers,
principals and scholars to build their intercultural expertise for
working in culturally diverse communities.”

Good intercultural relations in schools not only have a positive
impact on student well-being and achievement but also make
the work of principals and schools easier, and contribute to
the understanding of social diversity, Professor Halse added.
“This is why UNESCO identifies intercultural education as a
core responsibility of all schools and a key indicator of high
quality schooling.”
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Professor
Christine Halse

HREHR

Chair Professor of
Intercultural Education
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Hong Kong is a very distinctive
society and the intercultural

dynamics are complex, multi-level

and often not confronted.
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External Appointments

Invited Expert on the European Commission Research
Ethics Panel

Visiting Professor at Nagoya University (Japan), University
of Seattle (USA), Seton Hall University (USA) and
University of British Columbia (Canada)
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Teacher Turned Academic

from Korea
AMMEENERZESE

r Choi Tae-Hee, Assistant Professor of the Department of
D Education Policy and Leadership, stood out from more
than 360 applications in the 2016/17 Early Career Scheme in
becoming one of the 12 recipients of the Early Career Award
for her two-year project on the impact of outsourced English
education.

The prestigious award was offered by the Research Grants
Council to honour emerging academics for their quality
research projects. Dr Choi's awarded project is investigating
whether privatised educational services purchased by

schools in Hong Kong with government funds are effectively
implemented and coordinated, and whether schools and
individual students with fewer financial resources benefit from
the outsourcing. “If there is no effective coordination and
planning, students may not be able to benefit fully from this
relatively new arrangement for learning,” she said.

From after-class language coaches to phonics learning
software, it has become increasingly common for schools to
use government funding to procure privately owned education
services to reduce costs and administrative burdens. Yet, little
research has been conducted on the delivery and efficacy

of these services. Dr Choi intends to develop a universal
framework for evaluation in terms of school coordination,
outcome monitoring and its impact on students.

Benefiting All

Before becoming an academic in the field of education policy,
Dr Choi had been an English teacher for 15 years. In the late
2000s, she helped formulate an unprecedented in-service
teacher certification scheme for the government of South
Korea, her home country, but was met with strong resistance
from frustrated teachers who were opposed to repeated
testing and its promotion of a teaching approach that they felt
was unhelpful to students. “I could see the way it developed

in different parts of South Korea and it was not the way we
intended. The scheme was meant to be beneficial, but it caused
difficulties and had an emotional cost,” Dr Choi said. The
experience prompted her to take an academic path, determined
to find out how education policies can best benefit all students.

“Education policies are not something you design on your
desktop, but rather they are organic”, she said. “If they don't
evolve the way you intended they can make people’s lives
difficult.”
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Dr Choi Tae-Hee
EXEELT

Assistant Professor

Leadership
HAEPREAESRYBERE

Education policies are not
something you design on your
desktop, but rather they are
organic. If they don’t evolve
the way you intended they can
make people’s lives difficult.
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Department of Education Policy and
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Howard Fung
HEE

Alumnus

RE

Entrepreneurship

lumnus Howard Fung has turned his passion into a life-
long career made possible by the professional training
received during his academic studies at The Hong Kong
Institute of Education (predecessor of EAUHK). Coupled with
his athletic spirit of diligence, persistence and perseverance,
his entrepreneurial venture for the past 19 years has benefited
numerous children in their physical and personal developments.

Swimming was alumnus Fung’s best sport among the many
he loved as a child, to the extent that he was good enough to
start teaching when he was a Secondary Three student. Four
years later, during his matriculation studies in 1998, he learnt
by chance that a secondary school principal was looking for
swimming teachers. He subsequently partnered with his elder
brother in establishing a swimming school to offer classes in
collaboration with the school. Back then, this was a pioneering
move — creating a joint venture business model with schools.
His passion for teaching also prompted him to choose the
then Institute for tertiary studies a year later, and he majored
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Education Through

BEBH RIS

in physical education at the Department of Physical Education
and Sports Sciences (Now the Department of Health and
Physical Education).

Applying Knowledge

Upon graduation in 2003, alumnus Fung applied the
professional education practices he acquired from his studies
to swimming education, creating a systematic way of training
and standardising course design, progress assessment and
the quality assurance of swimming coaches. This was a
breakthrough compared to traditional models based on
apprenticeship. The novel approach of using cartoons to
illustrate various techniques also earned him local and
international recognition.

In 2007, he moved to Australia for family reasons. As coaching
qualifications from Hong Kong were not recognised in the
country, he started from scratch again. This was no easy
matter as the local system required him to memorise a



Alumnus Fung graduated from the Department of Physical Education and
Sports Sciences in 2003
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vast amount of technical jargon in English. Yet after several
years of arduous effort, alumnus Fung obtained the status
of lecturer and his business blossomed. In addition to the 19
swimming schools operated in collaboration with schools in
Hong Kong, including international schools, his business has
expanded to include seven swimming schools in Australia. He
now has plans to start new schools in Singapore.

Despite the commercial success of his enterprise, alumnus
Fung has always had an education vision in establishing
swimming schools — promoting physical and intellectual
excellence and nurturing whole person development.

He thinks that swimming education enables children to
be healthy, happy and confident through picking up the
sport while the survival skills they master can benefit them
throughout their lives.
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Alumnus Fung’s swim school in Australia
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TED*EdUHK

he first ever TED*EdUHK event, hosted by EdUHK's Centre

for Language in Education, was held on the EAUHK campus
on 8 March 2017. In collaboration with TED, an international
non-profit organisation devoted to spreading ideas in the form
of short, powerful speeches, the event featured inspirational
talks by seven talented speakers from a variety of backgrounds.
Based on the theme “Moving Beyond the Status Quo”, the
speakers shared how they are making positive impacts in their
various capacities. The night was enthusiastically enjoyed by
EdUHK staff, students and members of the public.
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Sean Cain

Educator
Arnett Edwards ZREm

NEE
Principal of Li Po Chun United

World College of Hong Kong
ERFERBAHRERRK

Rachel Frost
Entrepreneur

Professor Lui Tai-lok

B REEHR

Janus Tiu EdUHK Vice President
JRIE (Research and Development)
Founder of OpenRoom HABIRE (FFEEEE)

OpenRoom&l#%A

e Scott Edmunds

Executive Editor of Gigascience
Gigascience# 17478
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First Batch of EQUHK's Honorary Fellows
BREERERLT

« //JONOI

Presentati

On 31 March 2017, EAUHK paid tribute to four distinguished
individuals at its first Honorary Fellowship Presentation
Ceremony held since its inception last May. They were Mr
Chan Hung, Dr Anissa Chan Wong Lai-kuen, BBS, MH, JP,
Mr Fung Sun-kwan and Dr Lam Tai-fai, SBS, JP. Coming from
different backgrounds, the Honorary Fellows were applauded
for their remarkable accomplishments and contributions to
education, the University and the community.

BARZE—+FE=A=+—HEERLERIH TR A
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Record High Pledged
Donations and Scholarships

EA BN RETRAT S

On 16 March 2017, The EdUHK Foundation held a

thanksgiving Ir('eception to expr'ess its gratitude to dono'rs EdUHK Unveils Strategic Plan 2016-2025
for their unfailing support during the 2015/16 academic EQUHK has unveiled its Strategic Plan 2016-2025 (The
year with over HK$164 million in donations pledged, the Plan), which serves as the University’s blueprint for the
best-ever annual fundraising result for the University. At coming decade, setting out priorities in three major areas:
the same event, scholarships were presented to students academic development, research and knowledge transfer,
with outstanding academic achievements, leadership, and management and infrastructure.

service records and performance in other areas. About 800 The Plan reflects EdUHK’s commitment to making

continuous enhancements in learning, teaching, research
and knowledge transfer as it strives to make positive
impacts on social progress and human development in the

scholarships amounting to HK$21 million will be awarded this
year — a record high in terms of the total scholarship amount.

The event was attended by over 300 friends and supporters of local, regional and global contexts.
the University, including leading figures from the Government,

business and the education sectors. HRER CRIEERTE 2016-2025)
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